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FOREWORD 


One of the most fruitful approaches to the problem of curriculum construction in 
modern education is made through the environment created by the teacher. The reac- 
tions of the children to this environment reveal not only the content of the curriculum 
but the teacher’s art in finding the conditions which call out self-educative activity or 
learning. 

To arrange conditions which make the process of learning natural and the results of 
learning of social value requires on the one hand an intimate knowledge of children’s 
interests, needs, and abilities, and on the other hand an understanding of the aims and 
activities of social life. 

In order to discover those interests of childhood which lead to higher levels of value, 
teachers are active in making inventories of interests from accurate records of children’s 
spontaneous responses in work and play, while the abilities and needs of children are 
ascertained by standardized tests and teachers’ records. In any one group the findings 
of these studies show a wide range of ability and of individual needs. Discerning teachers, 
therefore, see that the environment for any group of children can no longer be didactically 
limited on account of artificial grade boundaries if the individual abilities and interests 
are recognized. The school-room environment in any grade becomes essentially a com- 
munity environment and a world environment—a place in which children experience and 
re-experience through different media the activities of social life. 

In this environment books play an important part in answering inquiries raised by 
children, in enriching ideas already experienced, in stimulating children’s own creative 
expression of thought and feeling, and in arousing interest in mastering the technic of 
reading in order to enjoy the much-desired information in books. The difficulty of find- 
ing books with literary content and illustrations both artistically and scientifically true 


which will fit in this school programme of social life is at once apparent to those who 
have sought this type of reading material. From a recent publication of children’s litera- 
ture the following excerpt expresses the need of a new story content for young children: 
‘‘One of the surprises is that there are so few stories really well adapted to the earliest 
years. ... There is in the sparseness of selections fitted for the earliest years a chal- 
lenge. Story-tellers must really discover the mental life of children, as the artists have 
had to do, and create the literature that fits their immature years.” * 

The author and artist of the Social Science Readers have accepted this challenge. The 
need of a new content in books for children in kindergarten and primary grades came 
from their own teaching experiences in a well-known progressive public school system. — 
They have organized an inventory of children’s interests from 401 records of children’s 
activities in different school systems and from a check-list | of 36 supervisors. There can 
be little doubt that the subjects of their books are selected from the most universal inter- 
ests of children. The content and pictures of these books are composed of the facts and 
adventures in which they found children experiencing the greatest joy. The books are 
“‘childlike”’ without being ‘‘childish”’ and “‘enter so sympathetically into childhood’s ways 
as neither to talk down condescendingly nor across didactically.”” The content is not 
only accurate in its information but is delightful in its literary form. The illustrations 
are not only enlightening in giving true content but also meet desired art standards. 

The vocabulary, though apparently different from the content of most readers, shows 
that approximately 80 per cent of the words check with the Gates Word List, and that 
10 per cent not checking with this list are words related to outstanding interests. 

This series of books is a contribution which every teacher, mother, and child will 
welcome in school and home to meet a need long felt but never fully realized. 

av Mary M. Rep 
. Parry S:.Hinu 
* Starbuck, E. D., and Shuttleworth, F. K.: “A Guide to Literature,” Macmillan, 1927. 


ia | Oe i study made by Miss Marie Fowler, former Supervisor of Kindergarten-Primary grades, Kalamazoo, 
ichigan. 


AN ENGINE'S STORY 


Ding-a-dong ding. 
Ding-a-dong ding. 

I am a great big engine. 
I have six driving wheels. 


I can pull ten cars. 
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There are two men in my cab. 

The cab is for the engineer and fireman. 
Tom is the engineer. 

Bul is the fireman. 

They know all about engines. 

There are men in the cars I pull. 

One is the conductor. 


One is the brakeman. 


One of my cars carries baggage. 

The other cars carry people. 

They are sleeping cars. 

At night the seats are made into beds. 
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There is a dining car. 


People eat in the dining car. 
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The engineer and fireman oil my wheels. 
They oil my piston rod. 
They have big oil cans. 


The oil cans have long spouts. 
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They fill my tank with water. 

The fireman keeps the fire hot. 

The fire under my boiler makes steam. 
Steam makes me go. 

It pushes my piston rod in and out. 


The piston rod makes my wheels go around. 
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I have a big head lhght. 

I have a place for sand. 

It is on top of my tank. 

It is called a sander. 

Sand keeps my wheels from slipping. 
I have a cow catcher. 


The engineer runs me from one city 
to another. 
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One day Tom said to Bill, 
«Jim is my little boy. 
He wants to ride in the cab.” 
So Jim rode in my cab. 
He blew my whistle. 
He rang my bell. 
He sat on a little seat. 
It was beside the window of the cab. 
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Jim looked out of the window. 
He saw the piston rod. 
It pushed my big wheels around. 
They went very fast. 
At night he saw the signal lights. 
His father said, 

«A red light means stop. 

A green light means go. 


An orange light means go slowly.” 
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I went over a bridge. 


There was a deep river under the bridge. 
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Boats can go under that bridge. 
Jim liked to go over that bridge. 


All at once Tom stopped me. 
I saw a light. 

It was another engine. 

It came toward me. 


It was on our track. 
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Tom blew my whistle. 
He rang my bell. 
The other engineer heard my whistle. 


He stopped the engine. 
It went on to a switch track. 


Then I started again. 
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Soon we came to a city. 

Tom ran me slowly under the train shed. 
We were in the station. 

Feuille uth 

Ding-a-dong. 

I stopped. 

Jim said he liked his ride. 


Maybe Jim will run me some day. 
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Jim is making an engine. 

He found a round box. 

That is for the tank. 

He is sawing some wood for the engine. 
Jim’s mother has some wooden buttons. 
She gave them to Jim for wheels. 

Jim made a cab on his engine. 

He will paint it black. 
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Sometimes Jim plays train. 

He calls Betty. 

He calls Jack and Bill. 

He calls Jane and Mary. 

They put chairs in a row. 

Betty and Jane and Mary are passengers. 
Jim is the engineer. 

Jack is the conductor. 

He takes the tickets. 

He says, “All aboard.” 
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